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The California History-Social Science Project (CHSSP), in partnership with the Library of 
Congress, SRI International, and a consortium of schools from the Long Beach, Oakland, 
Mount Diablo, Santa Ana, Orange, ACCESS, and Saddleback Unified School Districts, seeks 
to develop a dynamic program of curriculum enhancement and alternative assessment to 
offer realistic, scalable, and sustainable innovation which will inform public policy at the 

national level. Entitled Creating a Blueprint for History and Social Science Education: Advancing 
Instruction, Assessment, Student Learning and Engagement, the project includes a comprehensive 
standards-based curriculum for History-Social Science for grades 4-12 (units incorporating primary 
sources, video clips, lesson plans, historical thinking skills, and academic literacy strategies), innovative 
online assessment tools, teacher professional development, and a rigorous evaluation plan designed to 
examine the impact of the project upon teacher instruction and student learning.  
 
Background 
History and the related social sciences of civics, government, and geography have been under-
emphasized in recent years given the national focus on English / language arts and mathematics.  Too 
often instruction in history is limited to a hurried reading of the textbook, or eliminated altogether, 
particularly in elementary and middle schools with large numbers of high-need students with low test 
scores.  We believe that young people cannot become self-sustaining, responsible, and contributing 
members of their communities without high-quality history-social science education.  Our discipline 
teaches young people analysis skills for interpreting and understanding their world, learning from the 
past, appreciating the cultures of others, finding reliable information, and making informed decisions 
about public policy issues. History-social science instruction prepares future citizens for their 
democratic responsibilities and hones the problem-solving, critical thinking, and reading 
comprehension skills necessary in our globalized world.   
 
To meet this need, there must not only be more history-social science instruction, but the quality of 
that instruction must improve dramatically.   While all students need engaging, effective instruction, 
the need is even more critical for low-literacy students and those who come from economically 
disadvantaged communities, who lack the civic and political knowledge to participate fully in the 
democratic process as adults.   
 
The Blueprint Project 
The Blueprint project aims to design a state-of-the-art program for teaching history-social science in 
California that can serve as a model for national innovation.   The Blueprint curriculum will combine 
digital video, primary sources, and strategies for developing historical thinking and academic literacy to 
engage students and improve student learning.  In addition to expanded use of primary sources and 
digital resources, we will design assessment tools to measure student progress throughout the 
curriculum, which will allow teachers to plan instruction and parents to assess their children’s progress.  
We will focus on effective methods of improving student understanding of the discipline of history and 
enhancing student reading comprehension and writing abilities in a systematic approach that can be 
replicated in other classrooms nationwide.   
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The Blueprint proposal has three goals:  to increase student achievement and 
engagement in history-social science;  to improve student academic literacy and critical 
thinking in order to address the achievement gap; and to provide formative and 
summative data on student content knowledge, critical thinking, reading and writing.  In 
order to achieve these goals, the program contains four components: a comprehensive 

(grades 4-12) standards-based curriculum for History-Social Science, a discipline-specific approach to 
student literacy development, state-of-the-art formative and summative assessments, and professional 
development for teachers.  The Blueprint also relies heavily on evaluation, to identify the strategies 
and practices which enhance student learning and achievement. 
 
Ultimately, we hope that the Blueprint project will further the design of a replicable model of history-
social science education that will help close the achievement gap. Towards that goal, the CHSSP has 
submitted an Investing in Innovation Fund (i3) development grant application, in partnership with the 
Library of Congress and SRI International, to the U.S. Department of Education to seek partial funding 
for the Blueprint initiative.  I3 development grants are designed to test and evaluate systematically 
promising innovations in educational practice, including implementing high standards and high-quality 
assessments.  If funded through this grant, the Blueprint team will serve 220 teachers, teaching 
approximately 100,000 students.   
 
Whether or not the I3 proposal is funded, we plan to move forward with the Blueprint project.  We 
believe that history-social science education is too important for the future of American democracy 
and participation in a globally interdependent world for it to languish as a neglected subject.    

For more information or to share feedback on the Blueprint proposal, contact the CHSSP Statewide 
Office at 530.752.0572 or via email at chssp@ucdavis.edu. 
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