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CW1.1-Civil War Pre-Test 
 
Instructions:  Mark Questions 1-8 as either True (T) or False (F).  Then, explain the reasons 
for your answers in the spaces below each question. 
 

____ 1. There were slaves in America in 
Revolutionary times. 
 

____ 2. The Declaration of Independence was 
signed after the Civil War. 
 

____ 3. The Declaration of Independence 
explained why the colonies should separate from 
England. 
 

____ 4. This is a quote from the Bill of Rights:  
“…all men are created equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable rights…” 
 

____ 5. Until the Civil War, there was no 
resistance against slavery. 
 

____ 6. The cotton gin increased the need for slaves. 
 

____ 7. Prior to 1860, the South was more urban than rural. 
 

____ 8. Industrial factories emerged in Northeastern US in the 1800s. 
 

____ 9. Most Southern whites owned slaves. 
 

____ 10. Prior to 1860, more people lived in the North than in the South. 
 

Questions 11-15 are multiple-choice review questions from the period 1800 to 1860. 

 
11. The New England region: 

a. had a long warm growing season 
b. was ideal for growing crops like tobacco 
c. had more people living in cities than the South 
d. was not hospitable to trade 

 



The History Blueprint:  The Civil War 

Page 2 
Civil War Pre-Test, October 2011 Draft for Focus Group Review 

Copyright © 2011, The Regents of the University of California, All Rights Reserved 

 
 
 
 

CW1.1-Civil War Pre-Test (continued) 
12. The American South 

a. was ideal for growing crops like tobacco and rice 
b. was composed only of plantations 
c. did not have any free black landowners 
d. was densely populated 

13. What led the newspapers to speak of “Bleeding Kansas” in 1856? 
a. Fighting between pro-slavery and anti-slavery forces 
b. Attacks on job-seeking Irish immigrants 
c. Conflict between cattle ranchers and farmers 
d. Reaction to the U.S. Supreme Court ruling against Dred Scott 

 
14. Why did many Northern members of Congress oppose the Kansas-Nebraska Act?  

a. It opened up a great deal of land to slavery. 
b. It prohibited slavery in any land acquired from Mexico 
c. It supported the Missouri Compromise 
d. It ended the practice of popular sovereignty 

 
15. What impact did the Dred Scott decision have on the slavery issue? 

a. It settled the debate for more than 30 years 
b. It divided the country over slavery even more 
c. It convinced the North to secede from the Union 
d. It caused the president to impeach the chief justice 

 
Question 16 asks you to determine if a given source is either primary or secondary. 
 

16. Are these accounts of the Lincoln-Douglas debates from 1858 primary or secondary 
sources? 

Account Primary? Secondary? 

a. The official written record of the debate   

b.  A movie about the debate   

c.  A book about the debate written 10 years later   

d. Notes written by a member of the audience   
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CW1.1-Civil War Pre-Test (continued) 
 
Read the following quotes and then answer the questions that follow: 
 

This quote comes from a United States History book published in 2008: 
“Most white northerners at the time [1860] viewed blacks as inferior. . . .Only a few [white 
northerners] held strong opinions about slavery. . .  A vocal minority of northerners were 
abolitionists . . . Some white northern bankers, mill owners, and merchants earned a lot of 
money on southern cotton and tobacco or by trading or transporting enslaved people.  They 
were sympathetic to Southern plantation owners and did not want to abolish slavery.”  
 

17. How does the author of this secondary source interpret northern views of slavery in 
1860? 

a. Most northerners believed that slavery was morally wrong, but some did not care 
about the issue. 

b. Most northerners wanted to abolish slavery, but a few were supporters of equal 
rights for blacks. 

c. Most northerners were sympathetic to slavery, but bankers, mill owners, and 
merchants were abolitionists. 

d. Most northerners did not care if slavery was abolished, but a few were strong 
supporters of slavery and a few were strong opponents of slavery.   
 

 
This quote was written by Susie King Taylor, who was a child slave during the Civil War: 
“About this time I had been reading so much about the "Yankees" I was very anxious to see 
them. The whites would tell their colored people not to go to the Yankees, for they would 
harness them to carts and make them pull the carts around, in place of horses. I asked 
grandmother, one day, if this was true. She replied, “Certainly not!" that the white people did not 
want slaves to go over to the Yankees, and told them these things to frighten them. . . .  I 
wanted to see these wonderful "Yankees" so much, as I heard my parents say the Yankee was 
going to set all the slaves free.” 
 

18. This passage provides evidence for which of the following interpretations?   
a. The Underground Railroad was a very successful tool to free slaves. 
b. Southern whites recruited slaves to fight for the Confederacy. 
c. Abolitionists, both black and white, wanted to free the slaves. 
d. White Southerners were afraid that their slaves would escape to the Union army. 
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CW1.1-Civil War Pre-Test (continued) 
 
In the Lincoln-Douglas debates in 1858, Stephen Douglas said: 
“I repeat that the principle is the right of each State, -each Territory, to decide this slavery 
question for itself, to have slavery or not, as it chooses.” 
 

19. This quote: 
a. shows that Douglas was probably an abolitionist 
b. summarizes the idea of popular sovereignty 
c. would never be supported by people from the South  
d. all of the above 

 

This quote comes from a letter written by Clinton Hatcher of Augusta County, Virginia, in 1861: 
 “I think now that Virginia is invaded it is becoming that every true Virginian should shoulder his 
rifle and march to the rescue. . . . I had the pleasure of casting the first vote of my life last 
Thursday and was happy to give it in so good a cause as that of ratifying the ordinance of 
Secession.” 
 

20. What was the author’s perspective? 
a. He wanted slavery to be abolished. 
b. He wanted Virginia to secede from the Union. 
c. He wanted new states in the West to be free states. 
d. He wanted to enlist in the Union army. 
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CW1.1 K - Civil War Pre-Test Key 
Directions: The answers to the pre-test are listed below, along with the specific topic related to 
each.  If students are having troubles with one or more of these topics, it would be a good idea 
to review prior to moving onto the full Civil War unit.  Additional lessons on slavery, regional 
differences, and primary vs. secondary sources are available on the History Blueprint website for 
inclusion before or during the Civil War unit.  The last four questions test skills that will be 
taught in the unit, and no remediation is necessary.   
 
Question # Topic Answer 

1 Slavery T 
2 Declaration of Independence F 
3 Declaration of Independence T 
4 Declaration of Independence F 
5 Slavery F 
6 Slavery T 
7 Regional Differences F 
8 Regional Differences T 
9 Slavery / Regional Differences F 
10 Regional Differences T 
11 Regional Differences C 
12 Regional Differences A 
13 Slavery / Compromises before the War A 
14 Slavery / Compromises before the War A 
15 Slavery / Compromises before the War B 
16 Primary vs. Secondary Sources  
a. P 
b. S 
c. S 
d. P 
17 Secondary Source Analysis (Historical Interpretation) D 
18 Primary Source Analysis (Use of Evidence) D 
19 Primary Source Analysis (Perspective) / Compromise before the 

War / Slavery 
B 

20 Primary Source Analysis (Perspective) B 
 


