
CW5.2-Causes and Effects of the Emancipation Proclamation 

Instructions: One of the major tools historians 
use to understand past events is to analyze the 
causes and effects of those events.  There are 
usually several reasons why an event happened.  
Historians call these reasons “causes.”  Every 
event has effects, or changes that happen 
because of the event.  The boxes below explain 
the rules for cause and effect reasoning.  Read 
the textbook passage about the causes and 
effects of the Emancipation Proclamation and 

fill in the Causes and Effects of the Emancipation Proclamation Graphic Organizer 
(CW5.3).   

 

 

 

 

 

From the start of the war, the Northerners’ main goal was to preserve the Union, not to end 
slavery.  Lincoln and other Republican leaders often insisted that they would act only to prevent 
the expansion of slavery into new states in the West.  Lincoln was also concerned that the 
Border States, home to many slave-owners, might secede from the Union if the Union abolished 
slavery.  However, there were also military reasons to end slavery.  Since slaves provided the 
main labor force of the South, and raised food and dug trenches for the army, freeing the slaves 
would hurt the Confederate war effort. 

By 1863, 100,000 slaves had fled to the Union army.  In response, the Union army declared these 
escapees contraband, or captured war supplies, and protected their freedom.  Lincoln, 
abolitionists, and contrabands wanted to enlist black soldiers to fight for the Union, but under 
the existing laws black men could not join the army.   

On January 1, 1863, President Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation.  It stated that all 
slaves in the states controlled by the Confederacy were free.  Since the emancipation did not 

CAUSE 
• Happens before the event 
• Is directly connected to the event 
• Answers the question “why?” 

Cue words: since, because of, caused, 
enabled, led to, due to 

EFFECT 
• Happens after the event 
• Is directly connected to the event 
• Answers the question “what 

happened?” 
Cue words: thus, so that, therefore, then, 
consequently, as a result of 



apply to slaves in the Border States or in Union-held areas, not one slave was actually set free by 
the proclamation.  However, the Border States were pleased and remained in the Union.  
Abolitionists, contrabands, and slaves were overjoyed at the decision, although some thought it 
did not go far enough.   

After the Emancipation Proclamation, the reason the Union was fighting the war changed to 
include bringing freedom to the slaves.  Wherever the Union armies approached, slaves freed 
themselves by fleeing to the Union lines.  By the end of the war, more than 500,000 slaves were 
free.  The Emancipation Proclamation also announced that black men could enlist in the Union 
army.  Therefore, black regiments formed, and more than 180,000 black soldiers and sailors 
fought for the Union.   

Union victory led to the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment in 1865, freeing all people 
everywhere in the United States from slavery. 

Text adapted from Joyce Appleby, Alan Brinkley, Albert S. Broussard, James M. McPherson and Donald A. Ritchie, 
Discovering Our Past: The American Journey: To World War I, California Series (New York: McGraw Hill Glencoe, 592-5; 
Emma J. Lapsansky-Werner, Peter B. Levy, Randy Roberts, and Alan Taylor, United States History (Upper Saddle River, 
N.J.: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2008), pp. 367-70. 

 

 

 


