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CW3.2.1 US Racism Primary Source #1: John F. Kennedy, “Civil Rights 
Announcement, June 11, 1963” 
 
This afternoon, following a series of threats and defiant statements, the presence of Alabama 
National Guardsmen was required on the University of Alabama to carry out the final and 
unequivocal order of the United States District Court of the Northern District of Alabama. This 
order called for the admission of two clearly qualified young Alabama residents who happen to 
have been born Negro. . . .  
 
Today we are committed to a worldwide struggle to promote and protect the rights of all who 
wish to be free. When Americans are sent to Vietnam or West Berlin, we do not ask for whites 
only. It ought to be possible, therefore, for American students of any color to attend any public 
institution they select without having to be backed up by troops. 
 
We preach freedom around the world, and we mean it, and we cherish our freedom here 
at home; but are we to say to the world, and, much more importantly, for each other, that 
this is a land of the free except for the Negroes; that we have no second-class citizens 
except Negroes; that we have no class or caste system, no ghettos, no master race, except 
with respect to Negroes?  
 
Citation: John F. Kennedy, “Civil Rights Announcement,”11 June 1963; American Experience, PBS. 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/primary-resources/jfk-civilrights/, (March 
16, 2013). 
 

Sentence chunking – breaking sentences down into smaller, identifiable parts – will help us 
understand the information in the boldface sentence of this primary source.  Use the directions 
below to guide you through this worksheet. 

1. Work through each sentence in the passage by identifying the Participant, Process, and 
Receiver/Goal.  Some boxes may be already filled in for you. 

2. As you work, stop at each question and try your best to answer it. 
3. Be prepared to share your work and discuss your answers with the class. 

Example:  President Obama wants to take a trip to Hawaii. 
 

Participant Process 
Who or What? 

President Obama  wants to take a trip to Hawaii. 
 
 

Participant 
(nouns) 

Process (verbs) 
Who or What? 
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We  preach  

and we mean  

and we 

 

cherish  

but are we 

 

to say  

that this 

 

is  

that we 

 

have  

that we 

 

have  

 
 

Cite specific evidence from the primary source to answer these questions: 
1. What incident prompted Kennedy to give this speech? 

 
2. What principles did he state? 

 
3. What practice(s) did he describe? 

•  
•  

4. How did he connect his order sending the National Guard to the University of Alabama with 
the Cold War? 
•  
•  

5. What point of view did Kennedy represent? 
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CW3.2.2 US Racism Primary Source #2: Martin Luther King, Jr., 
“Speech on South Africa in London, December 1964” 
I understand that there are South Africans here tonight—some of whom have been involved in 
the long struggle for freedom there. In our struggle for freedom and justice in the United States, 
which has also been so long and arduous, we feel a powerful sense of identification with those 
in the far more deadly struggle for freedom in South Africa. . . . 
 
It is in this situation, with the great mass of South Africans denied their humanity, their 
dignity, denied opportunity, denied all human rights; it is in this situation, with many of 
the bravest and best South Africans serving long years in prison, with some already 
executed; in this situation we in America and Britain have a unique responsibility. For it is 
we, through our investments, through our Governments` failure to act decisively, who are guilty 
of bolstering up the South African tyranny.  
 
Our responsibility presents us with a unique opportunity. We can join in the one form of non-
violent action that could bring freedom and justice to South Africa—the action which African 
leaders have appealed for—in a massive movement for economic sanctions. . . .Why does our 
Government, and your Government in Britain, refuse to intervene effectively now, as if only when 
there is a bloodbath in South Africa—or a Korea, or a Vietnam—will they recognise the crisis? 
 
Citation: Martin Luther King, Jr., “Speech on South Africa in London, December 1964,” RFK in the Land of 
Apartheid: A Ripple of Hope website, created by Larry King, 
http://www.rfksafilm.org/html/speeches/africaking.php (March 16, 2013). 

 

Assignment 

Sentence chunking – breaking sentences down into smaller, identifiable parts – will help us 
understand the information in the boldface sentence of this primary source.  Use the directions 
below to guide you through this worksheet. 

4. Work through each sentence in the passage by identifying the Participant, Process, and 
Receiver/Goal.  Some boxes may be already filled in for you. 

5. As you work, stop at each question and try your best to answer it. 
6. Be prepared to share your work and discuss your answers with the class. 

 
Example:  President Obama wants to take a trip to Hawaii. 
 

Participant Process 
Who or What? 

President Obama  wants to take a trip to Hawaii. 
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Participant 
(nouns) 

Process (verbs) 
Who or What? 

It is  

with the great 
mass of South 
Africans 

denied  

(South 
Africans) 

 

denied  

It is in this 
situation, with 
many of the 
bravest and 
best South 
Africans 

serving  

in this situation 
we in America 
and Britain 

have  

 

Cite specific evidence from the primary source to answer these questions: 
6. Why did King argue that the US had responsibility for the struggle in South Africa? 

 
7. What principles did he state? 

 
8. What practice(s) did he describe? 

•  
•  

9. How did he connect his plea for economic sanctions against South Africa with the Cold 
War? 
•  
•  

10. What point of view did King represent?  
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CWW3.2.3 US Racism Primary Source #3: Mao Zedong, “A New Storm 
Against Imperialism, 1968” 
 
Some days ago, Martin Luther King, the Afro-American clergyman, was suddenly assassinated by 
the U.S. imperialists. Martin Luther King was an exponent of nonviolence. Nevertheless, the U.S. 
imperialists did not on that account show any tolerance toward him, but used counter-
revolutionary violence and killed him in cold blood. This has taught the broad masses of the 
Black people in the United States a profound lesson. It has touched off a new storm in their 
struggle against violent repression. . .  
 
The Afro-American struggle is not only a struggle waged by the exploited and oppressed 
Black people for freedom and emancipation, it is also . . . a tremendous aid and inspiration 
to the struggle of the people throughout the world against U.S. imperialism and to the 
struggle of the Vietnamese people against U.S. imperialism. . . . I call on the workers, 
peasants, and revolutionary intellectuals of all countries and all who are willing to fight against 
U.S. imperialism to take action and extend strong support to the struggle of the Black people in 
the United States!  
 
Citation: Mao Zedong, “A New Storm Against Imperialism, 1968,” Peking Review, April 19, 1968, pp. 5-6, 
transcribed on Marxists Internet Archive, http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/mao/selected-
works/volume-9/mswv9_80.htm, (March 13, 2013). 
 

Assignment 

Sentence chunking – breaking sentences down into smaller, identifiable parts – will help us 
understand the information in the boldface sentence of this primary source.  Use the directions 
below to guide you through this worksheet. 

7. Work through each sentence in the passage by identifying the Participant, Process, and 
Receiver/Goal.  Some boxes may be already filled in for you. 

8. As you work, stop at each question and try your best to answer it. 
9. Be prepared to share your work and discuss your answers with the class. 

 
Example:  President Obama wants to take a trip to Hawaii. 
 

Participant Process 
Who or What? 

President Obama  wants to take a trip to Hawaii. 
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Participant 
(nouns) 

Process (verbs) 
Who or What? 

The Afro-
American 
struggle 

 

is not only  

it 

 

 

is also  

and (it) 

 

 

(is)  

 

Cite specific evidence from the primary source to answer these questions: 
11. How did Mao connect the struggle of African-Americans to imperialism? 

 
12. What incident prompted Mao to write this article? 

•  
•  
13. What principles did he state? 

 
14. What practice(s) did he describe? 

•  
•  

15. How did he connect his support for African-Americans  with the Cold War? 
•  
•  

What point of view did Mao represent? 
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